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COVID Updates‐ Executive Order 20‐96

Todd County is experiencing a significant increase of COVID‐19 cases, from October 30th through November 12th 396
cases were reported in Todd County. With this amount of community transmission, residents are more likely to come in
contact with a person who is infected with COVID‐19 in settings where they are around other people. There is great
concern that without following prevention measures our local hospitals may reach capacity and hospital beds will not be
available to those who are seriously ill or injured. It remains critically important, at this point in time, that we all wear
masks, social distance by at least 6 feet, wash our hands often, keep social/family gatherings small, and stay home if
we’re feeling sick or have been exposed to COVID‐19. The more we work together to practice these measures, the
more we will help to slow the spread of COVID‐19.
In response to the statewide rapid increase of COVID‐19 cases, Governor Walz signed Emergency Executive Order 20‐96
on Tuesday, November 10th which restricts social gatherings, celebrations, and the hours and operations of bars,
restaurants, and venues to prevent further spread of COVID‐19.
Effective this Friday, November 13th, 2020:







Total restaurant and bar capacity will be capped at 150 people, including both inside and outside settings, and it
may not exceed 50% of the establishment’s total capacity. Table size remains at 10.
Bar counter service for all establishments will be closed for seating and service.
If the establishment uses a “counter‐service only” model for ordering food and beverages, it must create a social
distance queueing model.
Patrons must remain seated; no bar games such as darts and pool. If the establishment offers pull tabs, it must
be offered in a queue that is marked and socially distanced.
All bars and restaurants must end on‐site consumption of food and beverages between 10 p.m. to 4 a.m.
Recreational entertainment venues (like movie theaters, bowling alleys, or similar settings), must cease food and
beverage services and must not permit food and beverages to be consumed on site between the hours of 10:00
p.m. and 4:00 a.m.

Additionally, Executive Order 20‐96 tightens restrictions on social gatherings:




Private parties, private celebrations, and receptions for weddings, funerals, and similar events hosted at venues
will also have capacity limits. Effective November 13, these celebrations must end at 10:00 pm and remain
closed until 4:00am, if they serve or permit consumption of food or beverages.
Celebrations events at venues including receptions for weddings, and funerals, birthday parties, reunions,
anniversary celebrations, and private parties will be limited to: ▪
o 50 total participants on November 27; and 25 total on December 11
There will be no change to wedding, funeral, and religious services—just the related celebrations and
receptions.
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Social gatherings in private homes should be limited to 10 indoors; 10 outdoors and may involve no more than
three households.

As a reminder the previous Executive Order (20‐81) remains which requires Minnesotans to wear a face mask in all
indoor businesses and public indoor spaces because research has shown that use of face coverings can greatly reduce
the risk of infection when combined with prevention efforts such as social distancing and hand hygiene.
How do social gatherings contribute to community spread of COVID‐19?
Data from case investigations and contact tracing indicate that social gatherings, weddings, funerals, restaurants, and
bars account for the majority of community spread at this time. There are a few reasons why these particular settings
are risky:





We tend to underestimate the risk from people we know and love.
Eating and drinking means people aren’t wearing face coverings.
Singing, laughing, and talking loudly puts more respiratory droplets into the air.
Drinking alcohol can cause people to forget about staying 6 feet from others.

MDH Online Complaint Form‐
If there is an instance where a bar or restaurant is not compliant, Minnesotans can follow the instructions on the MDH
Online Complaint Form ‐ https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/food/license/complnt.html
Minnesota Helpline:
For questions related to the COVID‐19 pandemic, call 651‐297‐1304 or 1‐800‐657‐3504
Mon.‐Fri.: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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