AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES (AIS)
REPORT FOR TODD COUNTY
Goal: Slow the spread of AIS within Todd County
Within Todd County there are 14 water bodies infested with AIS. This year three
new Zebra Mussel infestaons were conﬁrmed in Li"le Birch, Guernsey and Li"le
Sauk. A fairly new invasive species, Starry Stonewart, has not been idenﬁed in any
Todd County lakes but has been found in Koronis, Grand and Rice in Stearns County and in popular lakes such
as Cass, Upper Red Lake, Minnewaska and Winnibigoshish amongst others.

If a lake you care about is infested with Zebra Mussels…. - Excerpt from the July 30, 2017 Star Tribune arcle by Tony Kennedy
“Zebra mussels won’t kill a lake. In fact, they make the water clearer. But they deplete the producvity and
diversity of ﬁsh communies.
The mussels use their scky, elasc tentacles to a"ach to gravel, rocks, underwater plants, docks, swimming
ra0s and boat hulls. If stepped on, their bladed edges can slice open a foot.
Some lakes may be less at risk of infestaon because of water chemistry, exposure to sunlight or currents.
Once established, though, the mussels gobble the nutrients from water they ﬁlter at the rate of 1 liter per
mussel per day. The nutrients are essenal to the livelihood of smaller, nave organisms and forage ﬁsh in a
lake, which in turn are the food supply of larger ﬁsh like walleye.
“A simple way to look at it is that they take out the base of the food web,” said Mike McCartney, lead zebra
mussel researcher at the Minnesota Aquac Invasive Species Research Center. “People should be freaked out
a li"le.”
The mussels reproduce at an alarming rate. A single female zebra mussel can produce a half billion adult
oﬀspring in her lifeme. In three to ﬁve years, beds of adult mollusks o0en coat bo"om areas of a lake or
river.
McCartney and a cohort of DNR experts say ﬁghng the mussels is not a lost cause. Research should be
accelerated, they say, because – as bad as the state’s infestaon is – fewer than 5 percent of Minnesota lakes
are currently contaminated.
Watercra0 inspecons will remain crical, McCartney said, as
will improved detecon methods and more pescide trials. If
there’s good news, it’s that the ny invaders aren’t spreading
as fast in Minnesota as they are in less-vigilant states.”
A Todd County Aqua c Invasive Species (AIS) plan was prepared with
input from interested par es including Lake Associa ons and County
Commissioners and is headed by the Todd County SWCD. Funds came
from the County AIS Preven on Aid allocated by the State of Minnesota
Legislature in 2014.
www.co.todd.mn.us/departments/ais/aqua c_invasive_species

